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SUBJECT . French Abtomic Energy Commission

1: Reaclion agalinst the dismissal of Frederic Joliot-Curie war evidenced in
‘the formal declaration signed by all officisl mewbers of the Commissariat
agtating that the govermmentts action was "regretitable” in view of the
high qualities of Joliot and hiz offectiveness as Houb Commipanire.

Bren scientigts holding politieal views dismetrleally oppesed to those of
Joliot have gteted thot they doubt that in e crizis he would ot in cone
formity with Commmist directives in apite of his apparent public sub
misgion to tholr discipline,

20 There has beon increaszing rosistance in Freuch sclientific circles to the
gericus consideration being given Jean Thiboudsfor the position of Heub
Commigsalre, Several influential membors of the Haut Commisesriet bhave
gtated to scurce that if ho wors appointed practically the entire perw.
gomnel of the French Atomic Enerpy Commisgion would rsgign., Thege indi
viduals, who inslude Francis Perrin and Bertrand Goldeelmidt, hawe in-
dicatead to the goverument the desirabllity of leaving the pogt unfilled
for the next few months, &t lenst unbil Janusry 1981 when all the original
five~yoar contracts held by personnel in the Commimsarist will oxpirs.*»

25X1X6 3, n states, howrover, that it is generally beliewed that Thibaud,
Lt appointed, would conduet a ruthless and necesaary purge of Communist

elemonts in atoemic encrgy ressarch centers. Jollot®s principal sasistonts,
Lew Kowarsglkl, dulog Cusron and Deritrand Goldschmidhk, would be among the first
to be dropped in view of the Pact that they are pesrsonal adverssries of
Thibaud, With the dismiseal of these thrse individuals scurce believes

that the Comuunists would loge thoir influence in atomis research circleg.ss

4, A furthey individusl who has recently beea yumored as a possibis eventual
succesgor to Joliot is Ardre Lichuorowioz, mathematician and Ycherge de
miggion” in the cabinet of Rober®t Prigent, Secrobory of State to the Presi-~
dence Ju longell. Lichneruwley recently scoompanied Prigent on a purprise

25X1A6a vigit to French Atowic Ensrgy ingtallations.

* 25X1A2¢g
* _ which montioned Thibend among others as & possible
suscsssor te dnliot,
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%  See -fcr Porrin's opinden in greater detail,
w#r¢  Lewr Kowarski is the only ore of these individuals who has been rew
ported s e possible Commmisbc. Gueron, although ean anti-Commmisb,

wag repubedly so under the influence of Jolict thet he appsinted
Communists ln his section in order Lo placete Jolict.
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